CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2002. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


Diane Merritt



Jim Gale 
:   Vice Chairman

Jonathan Sykes



David Brown




W Shaw  




Amanda Holroyd



David Clark  :  Parish Clerk

5 Members of the public including:  Cllr P Veasey KDC,  Sgt P Oatway and PC J Davies.  

Before formally opening the meeting, the Chair expressed the Councils congratulations to Cllr P Veasey on his appointment as Vice Chair of KDC - effective 1 May 2002.

ITEM 1 : APOLOGIES

1.1
Cllr D Lay  WCC : on holiday. 

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1
J Sykes re-declared his interest in Item 6.  D Brown re-declared his interest as a member of an off-road Club.  

ITEM 3 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
The minutes of the meeting on 17 January 2002 were approved subject to deletion of reference to Mrs L Shepherd from Item 8.5.  Proposed by J Sykes, seconded by D Brown: all in favour.

ITEM 4 : MATTERS ARISING  
4.1
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT   The Clerk confirmed that he had arranged insurance cover for the playground equipment.  The Chair said that he had been much impressed by  standard of the new facilities arranged by the KGPF Cttee .  It was agreed that he should write and congratulate the Committee.

Action : Chair

4.2
ROAD MAINTENANCE  The Clerk advised that the width and safety of the lower stretch of Dummer Lane had been much improved by the 'digging' out of the encroaching soil etc - a good and quick response by the Lengthsmen Supervisor. The under-mentioned items were still outstanding.  He agreed to keep a watching brief on action. Action : Clerk

Re-surface area at junction of U/C8063 & Cadley - as soon as possible.

Repair potholes on U/C8063 near providence Cottage - as soon as possible.

4.3
SOUTH BOUNDARY OF TIBBS MEADOW  The Clerk read a letter from Shaftesbury Housing Assn dated 14 February 2002 detailing the work which he had now obtained their agreement to carry out: this was agreed to be an acceptable outcome. The Clerk did however note that the Council was unlikely to obtain such a degree of help in the future.

 4.4
 QUALITY COUNCILS - DEFRA CONSULTATION PAPER  The Clerk confirmed that the Council response, agreed ex Committee, had been sent off within the stipulated deadline.

ITEM 5  :  NEW MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT

5.1
The Chair noted that the following statutory instruments papers, accompanied by associated papers and a brief by the Clerk, had not yet completed circulation - he advised that this must be completed by 15 March.


'Statutory Instrument 3576 - Parish Councils (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2001'


'Statutory Instrument 3941 - Local Elections (Acceptance of Office) Order 2001

5.2
He then asked the Clerk to bring the Council up to date.  The Clerk advised that the key occurrence was a letter from the KDC Monitoring Officer dated 30 January 2002 which he then read to the Council.  The thrust of the letter was that KDC were not yet in a position to provide full support/advice on issues such as:-

Provision of a standard Wiltshire form of 'Declaration of Interest'

Powers of  Monitoring Officers under Sect 66 of LGA 2000 - yet to be published. 

Detailed NALC/Standards Board detailed guidance - yet to be published.

Arrangements for joint publication of Adoption in the 'press' (with other Councils) 

5.3
The Monitoring Officer reminded the Council that the Model Code should be adopted before 5 May when it will be 'deemed to apply'.  However she advised that, given the outstanding issues, it should not be adopted prematurely.   It was hoped that all outstanding issues will have been resolved by end March/April.  Thus KDC will consider adoption with effect from 1 May 2002 at their meeting on 23 April.   Parishes are advised to follow the same pattern.  However, the Clerk pointed out that the approach adopted must take account of the fact that there was no regular meeting scheduled between 21 March and 9 May.

5.4
After some discussion, including some input invited from KDC Cllr P Veasey, it was unanimously decided that the following proposals will be taken at the regular meeting on 21 March 2002 :-


5.4.1  That the Council adopt the new Model Code of Conduct wef 1 May 2002.


5.4.2  That members sign Declarations of Acceptance of Office wef 29 May 2002.


5.4.3  That Members register their interests with KDC by 29 May 2002. 

5.5
If , at that meeting, insufficient clarification of outstanding issues has been provided to permit  informed voting on the above proposals,  an extra-ordinary meeting will be scheduled to take place by 1 May 2002 for the purpose of dealing with these proposals. 

ITEM : 6  CLAIM TO UPGRADE OF BRIDLEWAY 3 TO BY-WAY OPEN TO ALL TRAFFIC
6.1
The Chair summarised key elements of progress to date as follows:-

* Confirmation from both WCC Members and officers that the claim would be taken by the Regulatory Committee rather than by officers under delegated powers.

*  Confirmation that the current informal consultation period would be extended until 'early Spring' when officers have assured of further liaison. Liaison with both the Regulatory Committee Members, and the officers concerned, would continue.

*  Receipt of five letters of objection to the claim from parishioners.

*  Despatch of a letter to WALC seeking legal advice - dated 12 Feb 02 (read to members by the Clerk).

*  Despatch of a letter to P Gerrard of WCC advising of a surge of interest in the use/abuse of paths/ bridle-ways/BOATs and seeking advice on the use of Restriction Orders - dated 12 Feb 02 (read to members by the Clerk).

6.2
It was agreed that the decision on the claim may well be dependent upon the legal and research resources which can be deployed to review/interpret/challenge the evidence.  Pressure groups supporting the claim had such resources but it was evident that the Council, in seeking to oppose the claim, had no such resources to draw upon.   It was therefore agreed that a positive response to the letter to WALC (above) was important and must be pursued.  

6.3
It was also agree that the community should be further encouraged to show their support for the position of the Council.  The Clerk was therefore instructed to make an appropriate statement in the March issue of the Chronicle.

Action :  Clerk (done) 

6.4
The Police representatives were given the opportunity to speak.  They confirmed  their intent to ensure that off road vehicles ( 2 and 4 wheel) did not anticipate a change in the status of Bridleway 3 and to seek to deter such illegal use of other RofW in the parish. The Chair expressed the gratitude of the Council for the efforts of PC Davies.

6.5
 J Sykes gave an update on the action which he, in a private capacity, had been taking to investigate the basis and validity of the evidence for the Claim.  All other Members supported the general direction he was taking.  The Chair then asked if he would continue to keep the Council advised of his actions and any progress made. 

ITEM 7 :  PLANNING
7.1
The approval notified in the Agenda was noted.  The Clerk also advised of the KDC approval of the following:-

Dormer House, Lower Chute  - 2 storey extension & double garage.

Greens Farm Cottages Development, Upper Chute - Tree work

Lantern Cottage, Upper Chute - Tree work

 ITEM 8 : CLERK'S HOURS - REPORT
8.1
J Gale confirmed that his spot checks of the Clerk's records indicated that the report provided with the Agenda was accurate and reasonable.  It was agreed that the report should simply be noted at this stage.  The Council's policy and action required would be decided when a full year's figures were available at the August 2002 Meeting. 

ITEM 9  :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
9.1
DEVIZES/ROUNDWAY BOUNDARY REVIEW  The Clerk read out correspondence received from Roundway parish Council indicating a proposed 'take-over' by Devizes Town Council.  The meeting was then thrown open for a period to allow KDC Cllr P Veasey to contribute to the debate.  

9.2
The meeting was then decided that the Clerk should write to CE KDC, copy to Roundway PC,  along the following lines:-
Action : Clerk

*  It is hoped that the process will take account of the need to retain Parish Councils as a local voice in the democratic arrangements.

*  Surely the matter is one for the electorate to decide rather than an administrative process as implied.  For example, when amalgamation of Chute and Chute Forest Parish Councils was proposed a poll was required and it was clear that, legally, the proposition would fail if either community voted against. 

9.3
FLAGPOLE/ FLAG INSURANCE    A Holroyd, representing the CPCC, advised that advice to date indicated that the Church policy with the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group did not provide cover for fire or theft and an additional premium of £10.50 p/a might be required.  Discussion also highlighted the need to ensure that there was public liability cover:  this to be clarified.  It was agreed however that, if appropriate, the premium could be (re)paid to the CPCC from the 'Flag funds' held in the Parish Accounts.

9.4
FOREST LANE SPEED SIGN   J Gale reported that this had still not been re-erected.  CLARENCE to be chased




Action : Clerk
9.5
VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT
J Sykes, PC representative on the VDS core group,  gave an update on progress.    D Brown then advised that the process would have to involve a significant increase in public interaction during the remaining stages, eg with all age groups, organisations, Public House meetings etc etc.   He stated that his recent exposure to other such Village exercises had demonstrated that the VDS would not achieve formal Supplementary Planning Guidance status unless an exhaustive process of involvement with the community could be proved.    Without Planning Guidance status the exercise would be largely nugatory.  This was noted.

9.6
The Chair reminded all present that the next meeting was scheduled for 21 march 2002 and, there being no further business, closed the Meeting.
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